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May 3, 2013

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairwoman
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition

and Forestry
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Thad Cochran
Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition

and Forestry
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Cochran:

Thank you for your efforts and leadership to move forward with the 2013 Farm Bill,
legislation that is critically important to North Carolina's farmers and economy. As you
develop the bill, I hope you will consider including the following requests in the
Committee mark.

o Outreach and Assistance for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers and
Veteran Farmers and Ranchers (Sec. 2501)

The Sec. 2501 Program provides technical assistance to historically underserved
producers in successfully acquiring, owning, operating, and retaining farms and
ranches. The Program also helps to ensure equitable participation in USDA
programs.

The 2012 Senate Farm Bill (S.3240) provided $5 million a year in mandatory
funding for the Sec. 2501 Program, while the bill (H.R. 6083) approved by the
House Agriculture Committee included $10 million in annual mandatory funding.
These totals are a significant reduction from the 2008 Farm Bill, which
authorized $75 million in mandatory funding between FY2009 and FY2012.

I applaud the Senate Agriculture Committee for expanding this program to
include military veterans, and I ask that they be made eligible again in the 2013
bill. I also request that the Committee authorize mandatory funding for the
program at no less than the amount in H.R. 6083; and if possible, at an amount
closer to that authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill.

o Economic Adjustment Assistance Program (EAAP)

The textile industry has long been an integral part of North Carolina's economy.
However, since 2000 the industry has been buffeted by a series of events - the
Asian currency crisis, China entering the WTO, the end of quotas, and recessions.






